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to fully exercise its jurisdiction over future con-
sideration of such matters, including involve-
ment with the National Academy of Sciences
study authorized under H.R. 3494. The Com-
mittee intends to monitor the implementation
of section 401 by the Attorney General par-
ticularly as it relates to section 223(a) of the
Communications Act. Support for H.R. 3494
passage this Congress should not be read as
a lack of interest in the relevant jurisdictional
matters.
f

THANK YOU, MRS. ROBIN MOLL
MEAGHER

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I want to give
thanks to Robin Moll Meagher, my legislative
director, who will be leaving Capitol Hill after
six years of dedicated service.

Robin has become my right hand on tele-
communications and healthcare policy.

This session, she helped me pioneer legis-
lative action on telecommunications fraud
called Cramming, by developing Congres-
sional Hearings, drafting groundbreaking legis-
lation, and working with industry leaders to re-
solve this problem.

Whether confronting complicated federal bu-
reaucracies, or helping a constituent solve a
difficult problem, Robin has never forgotten
the peoples’ priorities.

On a daily basis, I have been able to count
on Robin to manage policy issues in my office,
coordinate the legislative staff that help me do
my job, and keep the overwhelming amount of
information coming in organized and manage-
able.

I owe her a debt of gratitude, and I am not
the only one.

Like the Oilers from her hometown of Hous-
ton, Robin came to serve the people of Ten-
nessee after a long period of service with
some of my former colleagues from Texas.

Working for Congressman Pete Geren and
Jake Pickle, Robin’s diverse skills helped her
achieve important successes in trade policy,
by amending NAFTA implementation lan-
guage; transportation policy, by helping secure
important aviation routes for her state, and by
assisting her state in a number of other ways
that benefited her bosses’ constituents; and
her alma mater, the University of Texas.

Like many bright young Americans, after
Robin graduated college—from a school in
Austin we in Tennessee call ‘‘the Other UT’’—
she came to Washington to serve her country,
its elected representatives, and its people.

We are grateful for her help. As Robin
opens a new chapter in her life, I would like
to say good luck and thank you.
f

IN MEMORY OF THE POLKA KING

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
remember Frank Yankovic, America’s Polka
King. The story of Yankovic’s rise from a hard

scrabble youth on the streets of Cleveland,
Ohio to the country’s best selling Polka music
artist deserves recognition.

In a recording career that spanned 60
years, two gold single records, thirty million
records sold, and the first Grammy Award in
the category of Polka music, Frank Yankovic’s
‘‘Cleveland-Style Polka’’ has been widely cred-
ited with catapulting an Eastern European art
form into a mainstay of American music cul-
ture. Tinkering with orchestrations and trans-
lating lyrics into English, Yankovic proved that
Polka music could appeal to millions of Ameri-
cans and become a vehicle for mass enter-
tainment. His millions of record sales are a
testament to this vision.

An inductee of Chicago’s International Polka
Association Hall of Fame and the ‘‘Cleveland-
Style’’ Polka Hall of Fame, in addition to the
Wisconsin and Michigan Polka Halls of Fame,
Yankovic collaborated with an eclectic group
of artists, ranging from Duke Ellington to Doris
Day to Chet Atkins to Drew Carey. Yankovic
was featured with his own float in the 1996
Presidential Inaugural Parade. The ‘‘Frank
Yankovic Band’’ has performed to enthusiastic
crowds across the country and around the
world and made its Kennedy Center debut in
1998.

My fellow colleagues, Frank Yankovic was
indeed an inspiration. He will be greatly
missed, but his enormous contribution to
American music culture will never be forgot-
ten.

FINAL GOODBYE POLKA

(By William F. Miller)

They had come to mourn his death, but the
Polka King’s rollicking music worked its
magic one more time.

As faint strains of Frankie Yankovic’s
‘‘Blue Skirt Waltz’’ and ‘‘Just Because’’
drifted through St. Mary Church yesterday
from accordionists warming up outside, peo-
ple at the solemn funeral Mass looked up in
recognition.

Then they began to smile.
A few minutes later, they stood outside

and sang along.
‘‘The music seemed like it was coming

from heaven,’’ remarked a woman wearing a
babushka.

‘‘It looked like rain, but did you notice the
skies turned to blue when the accordionists
played the ‘Blue Skirt Waltz’?’’ said August
Pust, special assistant for multicultural af-
fairs to Gov. George V. Voinovich.

‘‘I’m speechless and so happy for the music
they are playing for my father,’’ Yankovic’s
daughter, Andrea McKinnie, said through
her tears. ‘‘That is exactly—yes, exactly—
the way he would have wanted it, and thank-
fully they knew to do it. God bless them
all.’’

An estimated 800 people attended the
church service for Yankovic, a Cleveland na-
tive who won the first Grammy ever given
for polka music and whose tireless touring
brought Cleveland Slovenian-style polka to
the top of the music charts. Yankovic, 83,
died last Wednesday in New Port Richey,
Fla.

Police officers blocked traffic along the
route from St. Mary to Calvary Cemetery as
the funeral cortege passed.

A delay in the hearse’s departure from the
church created the opportunity for a
miniconcert outside. Eight of Yankovic’s
musician friends had brought their accor-
dions, planning to play as Yankovic’s casket
was taken to the hearse.

They ended up repeatedly playing ‘‘Blue
Skirt Waltz’’ and ‘‘Just Because,’’

Yankovic’s biggest hits from the 1940s, the
only two polka songs ever to sell more than
a million copies each.

Many of the mourners, especially older
ones, began singing along when the im-
promptu band broke out some old-fashioned
folk Slovenian songs. The musical scene was
repeated at Calvary Cemetery, where an esti-
mated 250 people bid their polka hero fare-
well.

During the funeral Mass, members of
Yankovic’s family went to the altar to ex-
press their love for him, calling him a loving
and caring husband, father and grandfather.
The Rev. John Kumse, pastor of St. Mary,
said everyone benefited from and can be
thankful for Yankovic’s gifts as an enter-
tainer.

Yankovic’s loyal followers, many in their
70s and 80s, attended the service.

Emma Yudovich, 70, traveled from El Paso,
Texas.

‘‘He would tour in those early days and we
would travel hours to see him to concert or
at a dance, wherever he was, because we
loved his polka music,’’ she said. ‘‘We are
sad, of course, but we cannot be too sad for
him because he lived one of the fullest lives
one could live.’’

Cleveland Councilman Michael D.
Polensek, who grew up in Collinwood,
Yankovic’s old neighborhood, said the Polka
King ‘‘was a hero in the neighborhood.’’

He said that as a councilman he was con-
stantly asked to get a council resolution
honoring Yankovic on his retirement. ‘‘I
think I must have produced 10 of them over
the years, and then Yankovic would change
his mind and continue playing,’’ Polensek
said.

f

TRIBUTE TO HMONG AND LAO
VETERANS

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Hmong and Lao Veterans and
their supporters from St. Paul and across the
United States. Working together as patriotic
and civic-minded citizens, they have success-
fully pressed H.R. 371, the Hmong Veterans
Naturalization Act, forward through the House
Judiciary Committee with 77 bi-partisan co-
sponsors. More importantly, they have helped
to bring overdue national recognition to the
Hmong and Lao people and the noble cause
that they served during the Vietnam War.

I would like to salute and bring to the atten-
tion of my colleagues a number of those indi-
viduals who worked tirelessly during this 105th
Congress, spearheading efforts to help edu-
cate the public and Members of Congress
about the plight of the Hmong Veterans and
promoting the importance of H.R. 371, a bill
which I was again proud to introduce. I would
like to thank the Lao Veterans of America, the
nation’s largest Hmong and Lao non-profit or-
ganization, for its leadership role on these cru-
cial matters; Colonel Wangyee Vang, the Na-
tional President; Cherzong Vang, Chairman of
the Minnesota State Chapter; Philip Smith,
who serves as the Washington, D.C. director;
Angela McCaffrey, Attorney at law; and Chris
Johnson, a Hamline University law school stu-
dent. I would also like to thank the Lao Family
Community in Minnesota, Inc., whose head-
quarters are in St. Paul, for their special ef-
forts, specifically: Chong Bee Vang, President;
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Ying Vang, Executive Director; Yao Lo, Spe-
cial Projects Director; and Mr. Kue Xiong,
Special Assistant.

Mr. Speaker, I am extremely proud that
Hmong veterans and their families, under the
leadership of these two St. Paul-based, non-
profit community organizations, helped to or-
ganize national recognition ceremonies in re-
cent years to honor the Hmong and Lao veter-
ans at both the Vietnam War Memorial and
Arlington National Cemetery. These events
were the first of their kind and attracted inter-
national media coverage. They drew thou-
sands of people from Minnesota and across
the nation to Washington, D.C. I was deeply
honored to provide remarks and participate in
these historic events, including the dedication
of the monument at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, which prompted the following editorial in
the Washington Post which I would like to in-
clude in the RECORD at this time.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the Southeast
Asian community in St. Paul are playing an in-
creasingly positive role as they pursue edu-
cation, home ownership and fill key roles in
our society. Although serious challenges per-
sist, this generation will have a magnificent im-
pact upon shaping tomorrow’s Minnesota. It is
important that Congress honor their history,
culture and background today.

Once again, I would like to salute all those
who supported and cosponsored H.R. 371
which I plan to reintroduce during the 106th
Congress.

[From the Washington Post, May 20, 1998]

DEBTS TO THE HMONG

To anyone with a memory and a commit-
ment to keeping one’s word, it is bound to
come as a shock that the United States is
still not fulfilling its obligations to its
Hmong and Lao allies in the Vietnam War.
Eleven years ago, Congress authorized the
Vietnam Veterans National Medal for the
now-American survivors of the secret army
that helped America fight its battles in Laos
in 1961–73 and that paid dearly for it. Yet
only the other day was the medal actually
bestowed on the few thousand veterans of
that army who had gathered in Washington.
In a march meant to recall their earlier es-
cape across the Mekong River to Thailand,
the Hmong group crossed the Potomac to the
grave of John F. Kennedy, the first Amer-
ican president their units had served.

The Hmong, or ‘‘Meo,’’ and Lao recruits
formed under CIA direction at a time when
their very presence and role were officially
denied. Diverting large numbers of North Vi-
etnamese soldiers from their primary (Amer-
ican) targets, the secret army gathered intel-
ligence, protected U.S. navigational sites
and rescued hundreds of downed American
pilots. In turn, the United States took on
specific protective obligations and of course
an overwhelming moral obligation. These
debts were fulfilled only raggedly when Com-
munist North Vietnam swept over Laos.
Hmong and Lao soldiers and the families
were alternately repressed by the victorious
forces and forced into exile. Some 135,000 now
live in the United States.

Their current complaints go well beyond
the tardy receipt of medals for their valor. A
concern for their kin has made them advo-
cates of an American policy to press the Lao-
tian government harder to ensure fair treat-
ment for those left behind and to begin
Hmong-language broadcasts on the now
American-supported Radio Free Asia. They
also protest the recent immigration-law
changes that limit benefits to non-citizens,
including elderly Hmong who have been un-

able to learn English for the citizenship
exam.

In Arlington Cemetery, the Hmong un-
veiled a memorial to their combat veterans
and Ameican advisers. In the Lao and Hmong
languages the writing on the monument
states, ‘‘You will never be forgotten.’’ They
almost were.

f

OPERATION PROVIDE COMFORT IN
IRAQ

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today regarding a very important bipartisan
issue that will need to be addressed in the
106th Congress, that is compensating the
families of the Americans who were killed on
April 14, 1994 while serving in Operation Pro-
vide Comfort over Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I have been very disappointed
by the Pentagon’s handling of this issue and
their refusal to treat fairly the families of the
American service personnel who were killed
on this incident. I have several constituents
whose loved one was killed in this incident
and I am disappointed that the Department of
Defense has not treated them more fairly.

On April 14, 1994, 15 Americans, 14 military
personnel and 1 civilian, and 11 foreign na-
tionals, were killed when two Army Black
Hawk helicopters, were shot down over the
‘‘No Fly zone’’ in Iraq by two Air Force F–15’s.
According to the General Accounting Office,
this loss of life resulted from 130 separate
mistakes by the Air Force and the Army. After
this incident, the Department of Defense made
$100,000 ex gratia payments to the families of
the foreign nationals in addition to the other
death benefits they received from their own
countries. While making these payments to
the foreign families, the Administration was
unwilling to give the same treatment to the
next of kin of the Americans.

My subcommittee held a hearing on this
issue on June 18, 1998 and heard from both
the Pentagon and the families. Before the
hearing, I requested the Pentagon be pre-
pared to answer whether authority exists
under current law to compensate the families
at the same level as the foreign families. Dur-
ing their testimony, the Pentagon was unable
to provide a credible answer for why they did
not treat the Americans in the same matter as
the foreign families. First, they could not an-
swer whether they had the authority to make
the payments to the Americans, then after the
hearing, when the Department did provide the
Subcommittee with a response they did not
answer the direct question posed. Rather than
providing a statutory bar to payment under
Section 127 of Title 10, the Department’s re-
sponse discusses ‘‘limitations that have histori-
cally been applied’’ and ‘‘compelling reasons
against making such payments’’.

It would appear that historical applications
and compelling reasons were compromised
when the Department chose to make ex gratia
payments to the families of foreign nationals
killed in the same incident with Americans. By
doing so, the Department has placed the Gov-
ernment in the position of appearing to value
foreign nationals lives more than American
lives.

It is clear that some remedy must be af-
fected to rectify the inequities created by the
actions taken by the Department in this inci-
dent. Our service personnel deserve to be
treated better. I have been working with Con-
gressmen COLLINS, CONYERS, and WATT of
North Carolina to fashion a bipartisan solution
to this problem.

The Subcommittee did not have time to act
this year, but we will revisit this issue next
year. I hope that the Pentagon will correct this
injustice and make the payments to the fami-
lies without Congress having to take action.
However, if the Administration is not willing to
act, the Immigration and Claims Subcommittee
will consider legislation in the 106th Congress
to give the American families the same treat-
ment as the foreign families received.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I was un-

avoidably detained in the district on October
13th and 14th. As a result, I missed rollcall
votes 527–531. If I had been present, I would
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 527, ‘‘nay’’ on roll-
call 528, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 529, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall
530 and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 531.
f

THANK YOU MR. BRENT AYER

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, today I want to

pay tribute to the career of Mr. Brent Ayer.
Brent has served my office in the capacity of
Chief of Staff for two years; however, he has
served the United States House of Represent-
atives loyally for twenty-one.

As Chief of Staff, Brent has performed his
duties with meticulous skill and care. His abil-
ity to organize and prioritize keeps the office
running like clockwork. Brent is a true asset to
my staff, providing a level of leadership and
wisdom that could only be gained through
twenty-one years of service.

How best to describe twenty-one years on
Capitol Hill other that stating the obvious point
that Brent is the kind of employee rarely seen
this day-and-age in the workforce. He is the
consummate Capitol Hill staffer and a model
for anyone wishing to answer the call of serv-
ice to his country and Congress.

Brent’s tenure in the House of Representa-
tives began in the office of Rep. Goodloe
Byron, where he was hired as a staff assistant
in 1977. He stayed on with Rep. Beverly
Byron after Goodloe’s death and advanced to
Chief of Staff.

Brent’s career path moved from Rep. By-
ron’s office to Rep. RON KLINK in 1994 and, fi-
nally to work for me.

Brent has a well-earned reputation for un-
tangling really tangled messes. No task is too
large or too small for him to handle. Whether
Brent is attending a White House signing cere-
mony for legislation he helped his boss push
through or defending a two-year-old child with
Leukemia against a large health insurance
company, he handles his duties with ease.
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